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Marvin wants throw-away ban

Bill could be a beginning
By Rich Bergcman
News Editor
Ben Marvin buys his six-packs

of Pabst Blue Ribbon in returnable bottles.
He
welcomes
the inconvenience of hauling empty

bottles back to the store and
walking with a pocket full of
jingling pennies because he
believes "we've got to start
somewhere" to save our environment.
He sees that the simple
problem with throw-aways is they
get thrown away, filling land-fills
and laying along road-sides.
But Marvin is one of only a few
"eco-freaks" here who care
enough about cleaning up this
dirty world of ours to make even
the smallest personal sacrifices.
He knows it's barely a whisper
that he and his kind are raising
against the violence waged on our
world
with
smokestacks,
detergents and tin cans-but it's a
start.
Marvin is co-chairman of
Living In a Finer Environment
11.IKEi and student representative to City Council's Environmental Commission.
It's from here that he is
building upon his start, though he
often feels he's fighting a losing
battle.
Since September the commission has been pondering a bill
which would ban the sale of
beverages in non-returnable
bottles and cans within the city
limits.
The bill was submitted to
council by Eric Oster, a senior at
Bowling Green High School and
president of Protect Your Environment (PYE).
It's an
adapted copy of a bill passed this
summer in Bowie, Md., and has
the backing of I.IKE and Campaign Against Violence to the
Environment (CAVE).
The proposal provides for a
fine of up to $500 to be slapped on
any individual or business firm
convicted of selling soft drinks,
beer or malt liquor in disposable
containers in the city.
"Though I think the fine may
be too high, I'm wry much in
favor of the bill as it reads now,"
Marvin said. "In fact, I'd like to
see it extended to include other
containers like for orange Juice
and milk."
But the six-member commission has been unable to form a
consensus on the issue. On that

commission with Marvin are
Robert Baron, chairman; Dr.
William Jackson, director of the
Environmental Studies Center;
Ned Baker, of the Northwest Ohio
Health Council; Mrs. William
Rock, of the League of Women
Voters; and Earl Shaffer, a
science teacher at Bowling Green
High School.
The public forum held last
Tuesday was to be the basic
criterion upon which the commission would decide whether to
recommend the bill to City
Council for legislation.
It was designed to air the views
of the public, the merchants,
bottling and glass companies, and
the ecology groups.
The forum, however, didn't
provide the commission with the
information it needed, Marvin
said. There was only a handful of
Bowling Green residents present,
and it's still uncertain whether the
voters would welcome such
legislation.
Marvin doesn't think the
commission will decide at today's
meeting to recommend the bill for
legislation. "We just don't have
enough information," he explained.
He said he will urge the
commission
to send
out
questionnaires or petitions to the
townspeople to find a backing for
the bill, so that it may be
recommended some time in the
future.
Although Marvin stands solidly
behind the measure while other
commission members are unsure,
he is aware of the countless
problems which face passage of
such an ordinance.
"Out of the five super-markets
in town, Carroll Cheek, the
president of Great Scot Foods
chain, is the only one I've found
who is positively for this thing,"
Marvin said.
Foodtown is one of the many
Marvin has found opposed to the
issue.
"It's obvious if you just go into
the store," he said. "One stack is
like a wall of soft drinks, and
they're all in disposable bottles.
It's disgusting."

But Marvin contends that the
merchants aren't the ones who
will be hurt especially if the
movement against disposables
takes on a wider scope.
They will be merely inconvenienced by the added paper
work and handling, he maintained.
It's the glass and aluminum
companies who supply containers
to bottling concerns whose profits
are threatened, Marvin explained,
and their opposition to the bill was
evident at the forum last week.
Representatives from OwensIllinois Corp. in Toledo, the
National Can Co. and AnchorHocking Glass Corp., said that the
bill would dictate consumer
preference, and that educating the
public against littering was the
answer.
Marvin,
however,
said
educating the people is only part
of the answer, and contended that
industry has already educated
them through advertising to accept disposable containers.
Although most stores sell soft
drinks in both disposable and
returnable btttles, he added, MoDor Carry-Out is the only one he's
found which offers the same
choice in six-packs of beer.
He said the law is necessary
because "consumers are downright lazy," and an ordinance
would act as a starting point. "It
would wake them up," he said.
Too many people "don't know
and don't care about any environmental issue," he complained, and the situation is
therefore becoming critical.
The commission, however,
must consider the political
realities of the bill's chances, he
said, and the majority may find
they cannot endorse it.
"Without a strong recommendation from the commission,
there's practically no chance the
bill will pass in City Council," he
pointed out.
But even if the commission
drops the issue Marvin stressed
that he would not.
"I'll work with Eric Oster on
this and keep it going," he said.
"We won't let it just drop."

Ben Marvin
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Skalak, Cochran, Bargeman
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Rich Bergeman, news editor, and three-year
veteran staffer. Rich handled many of the
personal interviews with city councilmen
students and others.
Terry Cochran, second-year man with The
News, canvassed the reactions of local merchants and talked with some area industrialists
for their sentiments.
Capturing the issue on film. News
photographer Carl J. Skalak Jr. spent much of
last week roaming the countryside shooting beer
cans, pop bottles and other eco-oriented subjects.
In light then of what is sure to be an issue of
ever-increasing prominence, we're offering
today's "5th Edition" as a handbook on local
aspects of the problem, as seen by three News
staffers.
This is their issue.
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Education...not legislation
By Terry Cochran
SUH Reporter
A representdtive from a
prominent glass manufacturing
company feels the only way to
solve the litter problem is through
education, and not through
"legislation dictating consumer
preferences."
Robert X. Patoff, from the
Office of Environmental Affairs at
Owens-Illinois Corp.. said that
consumers have a great deal to
say about what kind of containers
are sold in stores.
"If consumers are educated, as
a group they will bo able to refuse
to buy whatever they wish,"
Patoff said. "A retailer interested
in moving merchandise will not be
albe to ignore this, and wili stock
his shelves with consumer
preference items."
He said his firm sees the
proposed disposable container
ordinance in Bowling Green as
being very discriminatory.
Consumers who may wish to
purchase convenient throw-away
containers, he added, will not be
allowed this alternative.

"Glass is chemically inert,"
said Patoff. "It will not react with
water, and will not pollute in the
common sense of the word."
People will not be willing to
bring returnable bottles back to
the store anyway, according to
Patoff.
He cited an example in New
York, where a Coca-Cola bottling
plant produced 14.4 million
returnable bottles and put them
into circulation. Deposit on the
bottles was raised from two to five
cents.
Six months later, all the bottles
had disappeared.
According to Patoff, OwensIllinois has set up a test station in
Ann Arbor to find out why people
return their soft drink bottles.
The conclusions of the tests are
that those who return bottles do it
out of a civic pride, and not for the
money.
Patoff suggested therefore,
that until people are educated not
to carelessly throw litter around,
they will just as soon throw
returnable as non-returnable
bottles on the ground.
"We also take a dim view of

high fines for IIR' ordinance offenders," Patoff explained. "A
fine of J15 for a first offense, $25
for the second, and so on is
probably the most feasible
punishment".
The bill would fine anyone
selling or vending soft drinks or
ales in disposable containers as
much as $500 for each day a sale is
made.
Patoff also suggested that a
switch to returnable bottles would
be a discriminating money burden
on beer manufacturers, in that
their bottling processes would
have to be entirely changed.
He added that of all municipal
trash, only eight per cent is glass r
Of this a much smaller per cent is
glass from soft drink and beer
bottles. And he claimed that only
three per cent of roadside trash is
bottles.
Patoff said, "By convincing
friends to buy returnable bottles,
disposables will eventually be
taken off the shelves", suggesting
that many problems could be
avoided through consumer
pressure rather than resorting to
legislation.

Robert X. Patoff

'Education can't
9

do it all...
By Terry Cochram
Staff Reporter
The clamor over a proposal to
outlaw disposable beverage
containers has reached a surprisingly Urge decibel level in
Bowling Green lately.
Representatives of glass
manufacturers have called the
measure "irrational", while
students and concerned citizens
have cried for more environmental awareness through
the use of returnable bottles.
Soft drink companies claim
they have to keep up with their
competitors, and grocers have
described the inherent difficulties
involved with handling returning
bottles.
Dr. William Jackson, director
of the Environmental Studies
Center on campus, tried to clarify
some of the different outlooks on
the issue.
"A basic question to ask of the
whole affair" said Dr. Jackson,
who is also a member of City
Council's Environmental Commission, "is who exactly decides
what kind of bottle will be sold on
the market"
The answer to this, according
to Dr. Jackson, lies in a combination of merchant and retailer
working practices, and in the
consumer's economic preference.
He said merchants find it much
easier to work with disposable
bottles than with returnables.
Returnable bottles require much
more space and the need for more
workers in the store.
At the same time, consumers
like disposable bottles.
"Those 40 people who showed

up at the forum last week may be
committed and concerned enough
to do away with disposable bottles," said Dr. Jackson. "But a
far larger number are mainly
interested in convenience, even if
it means more expense."
He also explained that a lot of
controversy over the topic deals
with the actual polluting ability of
discarded glass products.
He verified the contention of
glass manufactueres that glass is
chemically inert. That is, it will
not break-down, stench or rot
biochemically. It cannot pollute
water or land in the sense that
organic garbage does.
Dr. Jackson contended that
glass is basically made of sand,
and within varying lengths of time
will again decompose into sand.
"The
major
problem
therefore," he explained, "is
basically an aesthetic one. There
is no major safety or health factor
evident in disposable bottles, and
the main objection with them is
that they clutter."
Dr. Jackson agrees with both
the pro and con sides of the bill
issue In that education has not
been adequately used concerning
the problem
However he can also see a time
when education can't take environmental clean-up any farther.
Then people may come to realize
legislation is necessary.
One of the objectives of the
bill's bearing last week, according
to Dr. Jackson, was to provide a
little more education for the
general populace. His question
now is, where do we go from here?
And he doesn't have the an-

Dr. William Jackson
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IN
BOTTLES

»!•!«

l"HKU*j|
•

By Rirh Bergeman
News Editor
"I guess we're all guilty of
supplying disposable bottles to the
consumers," Carroll Cheek
confessed
"You really can't condemn the
industry for putting so much into
disposables because the people
wanted them for convenience," he
said, and the stores were
naturally willing to do away with

the headache of handling the
returnabes.
"But littering is such a big
problem now something has to be
done about it. You should see our
parking lots."
The parking lots belong to the
Great Scot Food chain, of which
Cheek is president. His stores are
known for their use of the more
advanced techniques of food
merchandising practiced in
western Europe, which Cheek has

■

.

visited often.
Cheek is also a resident of
Bowling Green, and sympathetic
to the proposal to ban the sale of
beverages in non-returnable
bottles.
He said the countries of
western Europe don't have the
littering problems we have with
throw-away bottles and cans. Soft
drinks are not as popular there,
where coffee, tea and beer in the
pub are most common.
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His store in Bowling Green has
the most elaborate system for
handling returnable bottles in
town for Cheek sees a trend in the
winds leading us back to returnables.
And it's a trend he'd like to see
fulfilled, because for him the
littering problem is brought close
to home.
"We have our own tonnage of
litter to haul out of our lots,
especially in the summer," he
explained. Two truck loads of
garbage pull out of the parking lot
at his Detroit store every week.
There •*• disadvantages in
returnable bottles however, other
than that of handling.
Cheek estimates that damage
suits against his stores run into
hundreds of thousands of dollars
every year when capped returnable bottles explode on the
shelves and injure cosumers.

PIZZA IS
PfflLIAlS

He said the bottling companies
sometimes put the wrongpressure
into the used bottles, and after
bouncing along on a truck and
sitting in the heat of a stack of soft
drinks, bottles often explode.
"One used bottle goes off every
week in one of our stores
someplace." he said. "But a lot of
other things explode too. A coffee
can exploded once and put a hole
in the ceiling so big it looked like a
shell went through it."
The disposable containers are
often credited with being cleaner,
he said, but if the companies
sterialize them properly there"
shouldn't be any.differnece.
"As far as I'm concerned,
disposables are no good to me. I'd
rather have one or the other,"
Cheek said. "They should either
find a disposable container that
can be disposed of easily, or go
back to returnable bottles."

Sunday — Thursday
4:00 P.M. - 2 OO AM.
Majay - Salutd.,
4:00 MM. - 3 00 AM.

Phon. 3S2-7S7I
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Tasty Dressing
Mashed Potatoes
Hot Vegetable — Gravy
Hot Knll and Butter
l&c Beverage

MEAT LOAF DINNER
Mothad Potato**
Hot VafMofcU Co.,
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H.t Roll „„d Butt15« B..o.oo.

MCI

u
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1050 South Main St.
Bowling Gr«*n, Ohio
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Dilemma faces stores
By Terry Cochran
SUff Reporter
Bowling Green's merchants
are caught in the middle of the
"ban the disposable" issue.
On the one hand are the inconveniences merchants would
suffer if the bill were passed,
while on the other is a concern for
the environment and the evernebulous wishes of their
customers.
A good number of local carryand grocery store managers
canvassed by the News took the
easy way out of this dilemma with
a short "no comment."
Most of those who did respond
were either in favor of the
I proposed ban on disposable
beverage containers, or totally
apathetic towards the issue.
A representative view was
expressed by Clay Reed, manager
of the A & P food store.
"The important question is not
what the merchants feel about the
ordinance, but rather what the
consumers feel," he said. "And at
present, consumers seem to want
the convenience of throw-away
bottles."
Reed thinks that under the
present price structure for
returnable bottles, people are
throwing them away just as often
as disposables.
He suggested raising the
deposit on 16-ounce bottles to five
cents. This would make consumers think twice before thowing
bottles out of a car, he said, for a
money incentive would be added.
"The Vernor's Co. in Detroit
has initiated this system
already," Reed said. "If every
soft-drink outlet did the same, I
think the return to all returnable
bottles could come off successfully."
He added that returnable
bottles with higher deposit prices
would still be less expensive than
disposable bottles are now.
Bernard McKadden, manager
of the local Great Scot store, also
expressed hopes that the ordinance would go into effect.
"Ayear or so ago, I was very
interested in the initiation of
disposable bottles," he explained.

T

"But it would not be a great inconvenience for me to return
entirely to non-disposables, if this
is going to keep front yards from
being littered with pop bottles."
McFadden continued that from
experience he knows the returnable bottle system can be a lot of
extra work. He said Great Scot
has a parcel pick-up system which

^

could easily cope with the bottles,
but most other grocery stores may
be hard pressed
He felt a new system would
have to be devised by these stores,
which would probably mean the
hiring of more manpower.
The Kroger store manager,
Roger Rahmel, said he is not for
or against enacting the ordinance.

"There are two sides to the
issue." he explained. "A returnable bottle system would mean a
lot more time wasted, but it would
also be less of an expense to the
consumer."
He felt people would balk at
doing away with all disposable
bottles, for reasons of con-

-«®*~ CLASSIFIED «■»
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The BG News

IK l imrr-.Hi Hall
All classified a<b mail be
submitted la prrtoa at the BG
NEWS olli.iProper kteaUllratloB most alio be
presented.
Rates: $.48per line per day. 2
lines minimum, average oC S
words per line.
Deadlines: 5 p.m. two days
before dale of publlratloo.
The BG News reserves the
right to edit or refer! nay
classified
advertisement
placed.
Printed rrrors which la the
News' opinion deter from the
valae of the advertisement
«lll be rectified free of charge
If reported la persoa within 48
hours of publication date.

HIDES
Hide available to Chicago Nov. 24
Call 352-19(4
CHICAGO-BE1.0IT W1SC
INF. 143-3471 after 4 p.m.

25th

Riders Needed to Mentor for TDay. l*ave Wed. am. 354-4432

OPPORTUNITIES

The END approachelh Papers
due"* You writ*, we'll type. Phone
352-9315

IIOtHno

352-7366

Needed-One male to sublease apt.
Call after 5pm 352-0868

FOR SALE OR RENT

Female needed to share apt.
winter and-or spring qtr. Call 3543522 after I

Adding Machine-Sears Finest
Electric-Best Offer Call Jay 3534104

Female needed in Beautiful
House l»w Rent 354-4632

Woman's Gray Dress Coal-street
length, white Foi Collar 1 cuffs
size 5-7 Originally 1175. Will Take
best offer 352-7710
For Sale: 63 Jag XKE. 67 Engine.
Abarlh Exhaust, tape player, hits
140 MP1I easily 12200 372-2H43 or
353-2945
Harrietts Antiques and Gifts East
Gypsy I -me & Campbell Hill, 10
per cent off to students or Phone
352-5194
Wanted-2 men to take over
rooming contracts 353-1705
Need Male Roommate From Dec.
1 on if possible Across from
campus Separate Bedroom 136 a
month utilities paid call 352-7689
Room Avail. 1 or 2 to take over
room in Roes Hotel Kitchen prtv

I-- .il legion Hall for rent at City
Park Call 354-6275

for Grad or Stu Teacher 372-lMi
for details.
M. irii.il.- wanted Winlhrop S. 3533131 between 4 4 7 p.m.
Needed: 2 females rest of year
Val. Apis 352-7151
2 females needed to sub-lent
apartnn-nt. K0 month. Call 3547731 between 10 a.m. It 7 p.m.

PERSON AI.S
Needed female at 53 Greenview
Call 352-0343
I male student needed for apt »tsp qlr call 352-7229
WANTED
2 female students
need apartment for Winter
quarter. Will Sublease' 372-1112
1 male needed to sublease at
Greenview starting wt. qtr. 3527222
Subleasing an Apt. Newlove 618
2nd St Winter. Spring and
Summer Call LYNN 352-5732
Rooms-Spring qtr 4 men
Enterprise 3534241

UK vs. TOIJSDO EDISON and
the ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION For Dramatic Action In
Protest attend the
PRELIMINARY HEARING
Today .at Port Clinton. RIDES
WILL BE WAII.AIII.E FOR ALL
CONCERNED at 12:15 449 LIFE
SCIENCE BUILDING
Little CRISTA congratulations on
your engagement, your livin
roomies
VOTE:
BILL OUDSEMAStudent Council-"THE MAN FOR
THE JOB...?"

145 S

Needed: I girl for room Perfect

2 "sisters" wanted for communal
living experience Wntr. qtr. Call
Oat ■.wall. Dolt!

To Denny and The Guys-We loved
your serenade! 257 and 259 West
DZ Actives:
How was your
"TURKEY DINNER"? The
Pledges
Volks Wagon & Porsche Owners
Tired of Unreasonable Repair
Bills? Call lorry's Foreign Car
Service in Uma. 227-3425. 1716
Flndlay Road.
All those Interested In playing in
OUUJ) JAZZ BAND In winter
quarter, sign up In Music Building
Office No Auditions
Want Help' Call 22061 Coun
seling Center. 320 Student Serin i".
VOTE TODAY:
811J. OUDSEMA-Student Council
QUALIFIED...!"
TDK and his "SINGING
ANGELS": I lov« '/all YOU
SING SO PRETTT!!!'
L.S.S.D . With IJttle Sisters I -ike
You. How Can A Fraternity Go
Wrong' Thanks for a Superb
Time at the Tea. The Brothers of
PiKA

venience. He said people te'te
trips and picnics and like to get rid
of their bottles right away.
Another view was expressed by
Edsel Pendleton, manager of
Food town.
"Does the ordinance also
"onsider banning ketchup bottles,
fickle Jars, and other containers?" he asked, suggesting
that soft drink and beer containers
were only part of the problem.
Pendleton said that If
disposable bottles were disposed
of in the proper way, there would
be no need for returnable bottles.
He felt a returnable bottle
system would be a dead loss
financially.
"Someone has to sort these
bottles in the stores," he said,
"which means the need for more
manpower. Even though returnables are supposedly less expensive for customers, somebody
in the long run will have to pay for
the extra work done in the store."
John Matthews, manager of
Centre Super Market, said the
ordinance sounds like "a good
thing."
Anything done to keep the
environment clean has to be
worthwhile, he said.
He expects the number of
bottles will be a real mess as far
as the extra space needed and the
paper work involved, but he feels
people cannot let their country
"go to pot."
"I don't think doing away with
disposable bottles will make up
for the loss in time and money
involved," said I.arry Mantel,
manager of South-Side Six.
Mantel also feels space for the
bottles in his store is a major
consideration.
He added, "When returnable
whiskey and wine bottles are
brought about, then I'll consider a
proposal for doing the same with
beer and soft drinks "
The manager of .'mother shop
in town, who chooses to remain
anonymous, also has no opinion
one way or the othi'i
He did say that irnerally it
would be and Inconvenience for
himself, since the buttles would
take up much needed space in his
store.
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Solons doubtful
of effectiveness
By Rich Bergemaa
Newi Editor
City Council President Russell
C i ■ >s.s has seen what throw away
bottles can do to drivers on the
country roads, but he does not

think it's time to legislate the
problem away.
"I'm in crop insurance and I
travel in the country a lot," Cross
explained. "I've had tires ruined
on broken glass and seen many

r-\

$500 PENALTY
FOR

DUMPIN6JEFUSE
SEC. 3767.Z0 REV. CODE

farmers ruin their tractor tires
the same way."
He sees carelessly discarded
beer and liquor bottles laying
beside and in the road, and it
annoys him.
But he believes people will
throw away the bottles whether
they're returnable or not, "Money
is Just too easy to come by for
John Q. Public right now, and he
Just doesn't care," Cross said.
"The public needs to be
educated," he said, "This is the
key." If they do throw bottles and
cans away, they should do it
properly, or else they should buy
returnables, he expalined.
The answer may lie with the
merchants, he added, and with
convincing them to give their
cusomers a free choice between
returnables and throw-aways.
"It's this compelling them to
do it by law that I don't Uke to
see," Cross said, "But if you can't
get them to clean things up
through education, then I think
you'll have to legislate."
The council president is also
unsure that a law banning
disposable bottles in a town as
small as Bowling Green and in
such a rural area would do much
good.
But he does feel it could do
some harm.
Ixcal merchants have enough
trouble keeping customers from
being drawn out of Bowling Green
by shopping centers around
Toledo, he said, and a bill like this
may not help matters any.
Councilman I.loyd Shelton,
who has been most vocal among
councilmen in backing local
ecology groups, agrees with Cross
on this point.
Shelton
said
banning
disposable beverage containers in
Bowling Green would be
discriminatory to the local
merchants.
He said the proposal has a lot of
merit and he'd like to see it
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Lloyd Shelton

become law-but on a wider scale.
To be both effective and fair,
Shelton said, it would have to be
either a state-wide or county law.
Shelton said he gives the
ecology groups in Bowling Green
all the encouragement he can
because, as a pilot, he's becoming
increasingly aware of the
problems of pollution.
Although aware of the shortcomings of the bill presently being
discussed, both Shelton and Cross

feel something has to be done
about the problem, and done soon.
"I certainly don't think this
issue should be ignored or softpedalled," Cross said. "We have
to have a beginning. I just don't
know how far we have to legislate
at this time to get the Job done."
"But maybe this ia the
beginning," he offered. "If we
can talk about it, bring it out in the
open and keep it up, maybe this
will do it"
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